
Violence against the Police 
(and other representatives of the State)

Calum Steele

General Secretary – Scottish Police Federation

General Secretary – ICPRA

2nd Vice President – EuroCOP

Gimborn, Germany
November 2017 



Violence against police 
officers is an occupational 

hazard?



Causes
Alcohol

Ideology – protest

Ideology – terrorism

Despair

Mental illness

Many more…



Violence against the police 
is increasing!



Northern Ireland (Sectarianism)



London (Tuition Fees)



Belgrade (Far Right) 



Mexico (Anti “WALL”) 



Bangkok 2014 (Anti Government)



Paris (anti Far Right)











Anyone who assaults a 
police officer should be 

imprisoned?























Effects
More than just the officer
Permanent Injury
Psychological 
Resentment
End of Career



Police Responses
Support?
Welfare?
Learning?
Training 
Equipment?
Blame?



Political Responses
Anger & Outrage
Blame
Photo Opportunities
Tough Talking
New Laws
Tougher Sentences



Police Unions 
Reactive or Proactive
Member expectations
Evidence
Wider factors
Evidence



Violence against police 
officers is an occupational 

hazard



Questions?


